VI                        INTRODUCTION.

began to take notes of what I remarked, re-
solving at a future period, when leisure
should permit, to make myself master of the
opinions of others, and to compare them
with the results of my own observations.
The notes thus collected form the ground-
work of the present Essay ; and, .although
deeply sensible of the many imperfections
111 its execution, yet, with regard to the facts
it contains, I feel somewhat more confident
I allude here moje particularly to that strik-
ing incongruity which will be observed to
subsist between that picture of India pre-
sented by the Reports of Government, and
the existing state of the country as it is de-
scribed from actual observation. It is im-
possible to believe, that the natives in the
different ZillaJis of Bengal, where these ob-
servations were made,, misrepresented en-
tirely their real conditions ; that they were
playing a part; or that their habits, manners
.and .condition, were the very reverse of what
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